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WHERE OUR STARS WERE BORN
This is the birthplace of Chicago’s flag, and the beginning of its journey around 
the world. The building may be new, but it sits on hallowed ground, and is the 
perfect place for us to start our exploration of what the flag means to the city.
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BLACK FIRE BRIGADE
The stars on the flag are red in recognition 

of the fire of 1871, and the brigade was
founded in southwest Chicago to inspire 

under-represented and under-privileged 
youth to pursue careers in fire science.

This location allows us to celebrate the
resilience and commitment Chicagoans 

show toward each other.
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UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO LAW SCHOOL
One of the best law schools in the world (#4) and an incredibly beautiful 
building, this location allows us to hit two of the elements woven into the 
City Flag: Justice and Education.
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CHICAGO WATER TOWER
The tower gained prominence after the Great Chicago Fire of 1871 because 
it was the only public building in the burned zone to survive, and is one of 
just a few surviving structures still standing. In the years since, it’s become 
a symbol of the city’s resilience and strength.
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TRADE

DESIGN
MERCHANDISE MART
When it was opened in 1930, at 4,000,000 square feet, it was the
largest building in the world. For our purposes, The Mart gives
us an opportunity to celebrate multiple points of emphasis
in the flag, including trade and aesthetics.
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CLARENCE BUCKINGHAM MEMORIAL FOUNTAIN
Besides being one of the most picturesque places in the city, with an 
incredible view of the skyline, this location is perfect to lean into the 
city’s latin motto: Urbs in Horto (City in a Garden).
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CIVIC OPERA HOUSE
This building opened its doors on 
November 4th, 1929, and has served 
as a source of inspiration and 
pride for the city ever since. It’s 
connected to the flag on multiple 
fronts, including aesthetics and 
education.
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WASHINGTON PARK BASKETBALL COURTS
Home of the Windy City Senior Basketball League, 
the scene in Washington Park allows us to highlight 
a number of themes woven into the flag, including 
civism, the motto “I will” and healthfulness.
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